The effect of p-aminobenzoic acid and folic acid on the development of infective larvae of Brugia malayi in Aedes aegypti.
Adult Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, infected with the subperiodic Brugia malayi, were found to enhance the development of the filarial parasites to the infective stage when they were exposed to a cotton pad soaked in 10% sucrose solution containing p-aminobenzoic acid (PABA) in 0.001, 0.005, 0.01, 0.05 and 0.1% concentrations. Similarly, larval development increased when the mosquitoes were fed with folic acid at 0.001, 0.01 and 0.1% concentrations. This stimulation was more when PABA or folic acid was given prior to the infected blood meal through the developmental period of the larvae. The data thus suggest that PABA and folic acid are nutrients for the development of B. malayi-microfilariae to the infective stage in A. aegypti.